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NOTES 


This year has started off with a small thud. No 
trumpets were heard. No large parade was seen. I am sitting 
here on the monday night before the board meeting typing this 
Out because we as a group have only submitted a few articles 
to the newsletter. 


If I was president of a major corporation I could 
simply hire more people to write articles for the newsletter. As 
president of PCG I am asking every officer and sig leader to 
have an article in every newsletter. The newsletter is one of our 
best resources. Our other resource is our BBS. 


Our BBS is and has been under used by our 
membership. The board will be talking about opening up our 
board to others for a fee. We would all benefit from the BBS 
being a profit center. It would allow us to build our coffers to 
new heights. 


Speaking of our treasury and it’s size it would be nice 
if it were large enough to become a problem. I am looking for 
fund raising ideas for the group. If you have any ideas please 
talk to me about them. I do have a few ideas what to do with 
the money. 


Have you ever noticed how disjointed my articles are. 
I know you know how repetitive the are. Well what about the 
trip to Commodore that didn’t happen last year? I for one 
wanted very much to go. With that in mind sometime in may 
or june of next year I hope we as a group can get our collective 
acts together and make the trip. If we start early enough we 
should have enough people to go. 


Some of this years high lights will be a speaker from 
Commodore (hopefully not the same one who never made it 
last year), in November our vendor fair, and various speakers 
that Nick is in the process of lining up for us. 


I know that you are not reading this until sundays 
meeting and I want you to know that this is the last time that 
the president’s comments will be on the front page as long as I 
am president. I am not a good writer and I would rather let real 
articles by members be on the cover. My article will be in the 
section with the other officers reports. 


Your humble Pres, 


Neal R Kushner 


P.O. BOX 16126, Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


The SPEAK: Device 


by Eric Kennedy 


Well, it’s time for another season of PCG meetings, 
and, more importantly, PCG Newsletters. Now, every month, 
like a cheap Timex--er, like clockwork, you should be 
receiving this masterpiece of literature and journalism. (But 
only if you remember to pay your club dues! Yes, it’s that 
time of the year again!) And every month, of course, I get to 
pull Yet Another All-Nighter to get it done in time. And I 
thought I was done with that when I graduated. 


Of course, their’s one minor catch to the above 
glowing description of this Newsletter. In order for it to be the 
aforesaid masterpiece of literature and journalism, we need 
help from you, the experts. There is a lot of computer (and 
other) knowledge available from our membership. Let’s share 
it a little. If you’ve been working on a project, either 
programming, graphics, sound, or database oriented, or 
whatever it is, and you think others could benefit from your 
experience, write an article on it! If you’ve attended a 
computer show or convention, write an article on it! If you’ve 
recently acquired the niftiest piece of hardware or software 
since sliced breadboards, write a review of it! Our newsletter 
is only as good as you make it. 


The Newsletter is looking for a few good columnists. 
We need iwo or three people--besides board members-- who 
can write a monthly article. This is needed for the Amiga 
community, but the need for it is greater in the 8 bit 
community. In the last year or so, the 8 bit community has 
seen the demise or revamping of several major magazines, 
such as Ahoy!, Compute!, and Info. The lack of support for 8 
bit computing from magazines means that the we, the User 
Group, are more important than ever for supporting the 
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PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 
President Neal Kushner 828-3505 
V.P. & Librarian Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
V.P. for Programs Nick Kish 462-7357 

(Speakers, Demos,etc.) 
Director of Public Relations John Blasdell 773-4206 
Treasurer Mark Snowden 487-4725 
Secretary John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Board Ken Slone 276-4645 
Members Bob Agostino 276-7148 
at Large Ed Bell 243-3823 


Past President 


MEETINGS 

Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of every month, except July & 
August, at Duquesne University’s Mellon Science Hall. Visitors are 
welcome. 

9:30 - 9:45am Doors open at Mellon Hall. Registration, Doughnuts 
& Coffee, Vendor’s Tables & Flea Market open. 

9:45 - 11:00am Special Interest Groups AM Sessions 

11:00am - 12 Noon Business meeting and/or Scheduled Speakers in 
Falk Hall on the first floor. If no meeting or speaker is scheduled, 
SIG’s continue. 

12 Noon - 1:00pm PCG Store opens, Vendor’s Tanles & Flea 
Market re-open 

1:00 - 3:00pm Special Interest Groups PM Sessions 


LIBRARY 

The Librarian, Neal Kushner, copies PUBLIC DOMAIN and 
SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a $5.00 fee for 
the disk and service. The Librarian also accepts donations of 
software for all Commodore computers, and attempts to help 
members locate programs in our extensive library. 


DISCUSSION GROUPS 


For those who are new members or are not familiar with the 
workings of the PCG, we hold discussion groups as a part of the 
meeting, before and after the regular business meeting. Discussion 
groups are the informal gatherings that the PCG tries to hold each 
month so that various users can get together and share their ideas or 
questions about the many aspects of Commodore computing. 

Discussion topics may range from how to set up that new 
C128 to compose music using machine language or the ins and outs 
of using your modem with Compuserve or QLink. We hope to 
establish several varied discussion groups at each meeting and then 
report back the results or findings in the newsletter the next month. 
Everyone is welcome to come, ask questions, sit back and listen, 
offer advice and have a good time. 

I would like to know your thoughts concerning discussion 
groups. If you have a particular subject or idea you’d like to see, this 
is your chance to speak up. We plan to continue with the C128, 
Amiga, GEOS, and educational groups on a monthly basis again this 
year. I would like to expand the groups so that we can introduce 
graphics, music, telecommunications, etc. to both the new and 
current members. Please volunteer your service if you can. You 
don’t have to be an expert to lead a group, just have an interest and 
be willing to share some time with your fellow users. 


Reg Ney 655-3261 


Amiga - J. Mulcahy (921-3947) 
Beginner’s - J. Vennebush (751-1518) 
C128 - E. Bell (243-3823) 

MS-DOS - J. Hankowsky (279-1606) 
Geos - John Blasdell (773-4206) 
Amiga Programming - N. Kushner (828-3505) 
64 Machine Language - S. Peck 
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NEWSLETTER 


The Newsletter is published monthly. Its $1.50 cost is included in 
the $20.00 annual PCG Membership Fee. Members are encouraged 
to submit articles of all types. Please proofread carefully. Upload 
your article to the PCG BBS. All submissions received by the last 
Sunday of the month will be considered for inclusion in next month’s 
issue. You may also mail your articles on paper or on disk to the 
PCG at the above address. Preferred formats are ASCII, 
Wordperfect 4.x, SpeedScript, or EasyScript, although other formats 
may be accepted. 

Editor: Eric Kennedy Phone: 264-6824 

This issue of the PCG Newsletter was created using the following: 
HARDWARE 

Amiga 1000, LaserWriter, Migraph Hand Scanner, and assorted other 
goodies 

SOFTWARE 

Professional Page, WordPerfect , Uedit, Touchup, ExpressPaint 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
PO BOX 16126__ Pittsburgh, PA 15242 _ 

IDATE 
NAME 
{ADDRESS 
ETY 
BTATE ZIP 
IPHONE (HOME) (WORK) 
COMPANY 
OCCUPATION 


[EQUIPMENT 


NEW. RENEWAL 


On 
SIGNATURE 
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THE CLUB NOW EXCEEDS 250 FAMILIES, 
and we mail to over 50 other User Groups around the world. The 
total computerist readers of this newsletter is in the thousands. 


PCG STORE 


The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, 
magazines, and assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this 
Newsletter. Back orders, and Mail orders are possible by 
arrangement with the Manager or Librarian. 


ADVERTISING 


Full Page $60 
Half Page $40 
Quarter Page $25 
Classified Ads FREE to Members 

All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by camera-ready art 
and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the 
month in which they are to appear. Please mail your requests to the 
address shown at the top of this page. 


THANK YOU 


To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University. 
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Continued from Page 1... 


owned an 8 bit Commodore, so I am not able to provide any of this 
support myself. It’s even difficult for me to suggest exactly what is 
needed. All I know is that something is needed. Ed Bell has been a 
one-man army during my stint as editor; we need a couple more 
knowledgeable 8 bit owners to help him out. 


There. "Nough said. My annual diatribe is over. 


Hey, college students! Yes, you guys who go to Pitt or 
CMU or wherever, and have access to the Universities’ computer 
systems. Usenet is a tremendous source of information, just begging 
to be used. We need a volunteer to monitor the Amiga (and, 
optionally, the ibm.pc) groups, and compile a monthly highlights 
column, something like Byte magazine’s Best of BIX. If you think 
this is for you, talk to me. If you're interested, but aren’t familiar 
with Usenet, talk to me. If anyone wants to do this for another online 
service, that’s great, too. 


Last year, the idea of changing the name of the newsletter 
was talked about. Personally, the name PCG Newsletter excites me 
about as much as Dan Quayle giving a speech at the local Basket 
Weaver’s Association. So, think about some alternative names, and 
maybe we can actually have that newsletter-naming contest this year. 


f The PCG owes a Thank You to Soft-Logik Corp. for 
including us in their user group promotion. Soft-Logik recently sent 


MiGraph Hand Scanner 


Lin, ig. ; 
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One of World's Three Cutest Babies 


the PCG two free copies of PageStream. One copy will go to the 
club library, and I will be evaluating it for possible use for the 
Newsletter. The other copy is intended to be used as a prize for a 
contest, raffle, or something along those lines. Watch for more 
information on PageStream in an upcoming Newsletter. 


Lastly, I recently purchased a MiGraph Hand Scanner. 
With this scanner, I can include graphic images of any hard copy in 
the Newsletter. So, you columnists, if you provide me with 
photographs of yourselves, we can include them next to your bylines. 
Any other relevant graphics, such as pictures of guest speakers, 
pictures of reviewed hardware, or whatever, will be considered. Two 
scanned images are included here for demonstration. One is a 
scanned picture of the scanner, scanned by the scanner from the 
scanner manual. (Say that ten times fast!) The other is one of the 
world’s three cutest babies, my nephew Jacob. (Hey, I have to say 
that--I’m his uncle. Oh, the other two? Jacob’s brother and sister.) 
I'll try to have a review of this nifty piece of hardware in an 
upcoming Newsletter. 


Until next time I decide to write one of these... 


Keep bit of love in your heart, and a taste of Jazz in your soul. 
-Tony Mowad 


64 Disk of the Month 


by Marilyn Richards 


CREATIVE FINANCE 


This hardy program for the C-64 keeps tabs on finances. 
I haven’t set up my checkbook on it yet, but it looks easy enough to 
do. Documentation is on the disk and can be read from the screen or 


printed out. Since it is stored as manuall and manual2, I'd suggest 
printing it out to read away from the computer (unless no one else 
uses your computer). From the directory load “read/print docs" and 
follow the directions. 


Getting started requires making a backup copy of the 
program disk and using two formatted blank disks for data storage. 
The program backs up entries. If there is ever a problem, the 
program loads the data from the back up file. Another nice feature is 
that entries can be double checked before storage. This may seem 
trivial to those comfortable on the computer, but is important to the 
novice or those with less expert keyboard skills. Try it out. This 
may be the end of the checkbook problems. ia 
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Nice to be Back... 


by eg bell 


Welcome back! What a summer. Believe it or not, I spent 
the whole summer hunched over my keyboard. I’ll get to that later. 
There are some things coming that you may be interested in. 


First of all, the RAMLINK is supposed to be released soon. 
I don’t know exactly what all this does. It has RAMDOS built in and 
allows you access to an obscene amount of memory. I also hear 
ae is anew REU in the works, also battery backed, coming from 


Rumor is that GEORAM is being dumped. Guess Berkely 
learned a hard lesson that should have been obvious from things like 
the PLUS4 and Commodore C16. Compatibility is a must. People 
won't spend $100 + for a piece of equipment usable by only 1 piece 
of firmware. 


There are some rather draconian changes being made at 
GEnie. First, there is a radical new pricing scheme. In the manner of 
all of the other major services, there will now be a $4.95 per month 
flat fee charged to each member. The $5/300, $6/1200, and 
$10/2400 fees will be changed to a 1 price scheme, at $6/hour for all 
three baud rates. 100+ of the products presently offered by GEnie 
will be covered under a new arrangement called Star Service. These 
services will all be free under the star service. Examples of free 
smere iude as I understand it, GEmail, Groliers, and Easy 


You are hearing this here first. Matt Desmond will have a 
place on GEnie now, and will be available occasionally for real time 
conferences. His telecommunications program, Desterm, literally the 
toast of the C128 world, will be available on GEnie directly from 
Matt, as will upgrades. He will have a private category where you 
can get answers directly from the world’s very best source. I hope 
this is a forum where the whole world can benefit... the users by 
being first to get his program, and Matt, by being supported through 
shareware donations. 


There are two new modules for Bell Term also. One is 
called MOD.ARC, and dissolves, verifies, lists, and extracts files 


from archives of version 2 or higher. Anything archived using 
versions of ARC 2.00 or higher should dissolve using this module. I 
may do a module to dissolve MS-DOS format archives in the future, 
and 1 or 2 other archival formats as well. 


All file types can be dissolved, including RELative format. 

Supported are the 1541, 1571, 1581, and REU. (You cannot dissolve 
REL files into the REU. Sorry!) The second, and similar, module is 
called MOD.ARCMODEM. Using this module, Bell Term will 
download ARC’d files, dissolving them at the same time. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Chris Smeets for his support and 
permission to add this capability to Bell Term. Without him it could 
not have been done. 
You may remember last years article on the SwiftLink-232 cartridge, 
which has allowed Bell Term to communicate at up to 38,400 baud. 
I have begun work to make Bell Term work with another UART 
cartridge, the HART cartridge also. 


Rumor is that Jim Oldfield is exploring the possibility of an 
8 bit journal. This is just a rumor. But many of you have met Mr. 
Oldfield. If anyone can do it... 


I have some really nice programs for the disk of the month. 
One is an oldie from Bill Brier. It is a check book manager, quite 
sophisticated. It even has the capability of printing checks. I also 
have a SID editor that looks very good. This one is for the C64. 
Also a Hearts game for the C128. Have to see what else I put 
together for you. 


Our new open look on the BBS has produced some new 
faces, and some potential new faces. There are things planned. I 
would like to look into the possibility of getting the national echoes 
somehow. This would allow us to get messages from all over the 
world. The local network support has mysteriously disappeared, so 
there is a gaping hole that needs filled. It is something for the PCG 
to consider. I think we are world class! 


We’ll try to pick up the BASIC class again this year. I want 
to write a data base program. Let’s have a goal for each month. The 
first month, we’ll do a menu, stubs to test it (I’ll explain this at the 
meeting), and the routine to create the relative file we will use. The 
menu can be machine-general. The filing will be relatively specific, 
but we can look at the MS-DOS technique if there is interest. I have 
worked with that too. 


Looking forward to getting back together. See you all at the 
meeting. E 


64 Library News 


by Marilyn Richards 


I guess we’re all a little glad for September to roll around 
again. School starts, PCG meetings resume, and I finally get time on 
the computer. Guess it’s time to get back to work anyway. 


The PCG store will be open as usual. There are a variety of 
programs available for the novice and the experienced. 


Ed Bell’s PCGTERM, a terminal program for the 64, and 
CATALOG V.1 , for organizing your ever-growing library of 
programs, are still available. The disks are $6 each. 


COMPUTE GAZETTE disks are available at a $2 fee per 
disk for service and handling. Please bring in the issue of the 
magazine for the disk that you want to order. The magazine will be 
marked indicating a disk purchase for that issue. This is the 
agreement that was made with COMPUTE GAZETTE. The library 
has COMPUTE GAZETTE disks for MAY 84 through MAY 90. 
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I guess everyone is aware that COMPUTE GAZETTE is 
now owned by OMNI MAGAZINE. All the Gazette magazines will 
be combined. From what I understand the disks will still be 
available. June 90 was the last published issue for COMPUTE 
GAZETTE. The first new combined issue will be out in October. 
Those with subscriptions need not fear. Subscriptions will be 
courteously extended by OMNI. 


There are still some old copies of COMPUTE GAZETTE 
available. Magazine and disk are $3.50. 


If you like graphics, the library has them. Thanks to all the 
hard work by Larry Galati, there are thousands of PRINT SHOP and 
PRINT MASTER graphics. Take the time to look through the 
catalog of graphic disks at the library table. A copy of the catalog 
can be ordered for $4. 


The library holdings include quite a few other terminals and 
utilities as well as the complete BIBLE. And of course TWS, The 
Write Stuff, with or without the Speller, can always be ordered for 
both the 64 and 128. A listing of the library holdings are on the 
DCMR library files. E 


The Amiga Librarian 


by Neal Kushner 


Here is the list of Amiga disks if you are looking for 
something to do. We, as always, will trade PD disks on a one to one 
swap with members. 


FRED FISH 


There are fourteen Fred Fish disks that we will be offering 
this month. For a more complete listing of the disks we have buy a 
copy of Fred Fish number 0 which has all the read-me files from 1 to 
345. The price is now $3 and the disk will be upgraded for $1. 


We are still trying to complete our Fred Fish library. We 
have all the disks from 1 to 350 except 62, 63, 72, 233, 321-324, 328, 
329, 331-336, 338-341, 344, 345, 347-349. 


If you can help us fill in the blank spots in our collection we 
will reward you with a disk of ours for a disk of yours. Thanks ! 


Disk 304 - Circles, DocSplit, Gears, IRA, Lines, Mean18, Multic, 
PageCnt, Skel, SuperRetLab, Verify. 

Disk 307 - DissiDemos, FilelO, Samp. 

Disk 308 - FReq, ScreenShare, StarBlanker, Vit. 

Disk 309 - Bind, Csh, SKsh. 

Disk 342 - IE, SKsh, Softfont. 

Disk 343 - SnakePit, SoftSpan, StockBroker. 

Disk 346 - Az, CassEti, FME, GoWB, PacketSupport, PatchNTSC, 
TextPaint, Timetest, WBD. 

Disk 350 - Icons, MemMometer, Stitchery, TrackUtils. 


PRICES THIS MONTH 
FOR MEMBERS WITH CARD 


= 


The Write Stuff C64 $12 
The Write Stuff C128 $17 
Sam added to TWS64 or TWS128 $5 
64 disk of the month $2 1st, $1 2nd. 
Amiga disk of the month $3 1st, $2 2nd. 
Blank disks 51/4 10 for $3.50 
Blank SONY !! 3 1/2 10 for $11.00 
** mailing of disks is 50 cents each 


If you know what you want please call and leave an order at 
828-3505 between 6pm and 9pm or a leave a message on the 
PCGBBS to Neal Kushner by the Friday before the meeting at 
midnight. This will greatly help speed up your delivery. 


Your Humble Amiga Librarian, 
Neal R Kushner E 


X*PRESS for the Amiga 


by Robert Rethmeyer 


(c) Copyright 1990 Robert Rethemeyer 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an endorsement of X*PRESS or their 
poen, I have no affiliation with X*PRESS Information Services, 

td., other than as a satisfied user, and they do not know I am writing 
this article. I am only describing my experience and impressions of 
the product as I understand it. 


[This review has been trimmed to a reasonable size for inclusion in 
the newsletter. The complete, original text of this article is available 
on the PCG BBS as XPRESS.TXT. -Ed.] 


I recently saw mention of a company/product/service called 
X*PRESS. Briefly described, X*PRESS is a one-way news and 
information wire service distributed through television cable systems 
to home computers. This idea sounded interesting to me, so I looked 
into it, and eventually purchased it. It is a strange product in that 
there is almost no promotion of it to be found. The service has 
existed for 5 years, and their Amiga version has been available for 2 
ears, but I had never heard of it. As far as I know, neither 
*PRESS or my cable company advertise the service, and when I 
called them for information, all they could offer me was a vague 
description, not even a brochure. But it is a nice service. Hopefully I 
can answer some questions you may have about it so that buying it 
sight-unseen won't be so risky. I will go into the intricate details. 


What does the service provide? I'll discuss that more below, 
but basically you get news and business articles, weather, sports, 
entertainment news, soap opera updates, movie reviews, recipes, 
education news, stock quotes, editorials, and more. Even public 
domain software for various machines. 


How does it work? Apparently X*PRESS broadcasts data in 
packets over satellites which local cable companies receive and add 
into their cable signal to every household, kind of like cable FM. 
The signal comes with your basic cable service, meaning you pay 
*nothing* extra to your cable ra ag for it. At your end, you buy 
the X*PRESS kit for your computer. It includes software specific to 
your computer and a decoder box which connects between your cable 
and the computer serial port at 9600 baud. The software monitors the 
incoming packets, captures the info you are interested in, and 
presents it for you to read, save, or print. 


Although the software is available for IBM, Mac, Apple-II, 
Atari-ST, and Amiga, I am only describing the Amiga version, of 
course. I gather from reading some articles that the Amiga version is 
the best of the lot, made possible in part by the multitasking nature of 
the Amiga. I am using it on an Amiga 1000, so I don’t know about 
compatibility with 020/030 machines or AmigaDOS 2.0. 


X*PRESS provides its service through Sree 10% 
of the cable companies in the U.S. and Canada. To find out if yours 
does, call the cable company, or the people at the X*PRESS sales 
number can also tell you. 


You order the kit by phone directly from the X*PRESS 
company for $108.45 ($99.95 + $8.50 P&H). This is a one-time 
charge, then you own the kit. Eight days after I ordered, it arrived 
by UPS. The kit contains: 


* the decoder box 

* power supply for the decoder (brick-on-the-plug type, yuk) 
* a 1-to-2 cable splitter 

* two 6-foot lengths of coax with connectors 

* an RS-232 cable specific to the computer model 

* the X*PRESS software disk specific to the computer 

* software instructions for the computer model 

* generic installation instructions 
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The decoder is an "InfoCipher 1000R Data Receiver" made 
by General Instrument. It is a plastic box about 9x9x2 inches. It has 
3 LEDs on the front labeled Power, Data, and Carrier. The back has 
the power, RS-232, and cable connectors, and a slot which apparently 
holds a special decoder module when you buy the Executive service. 


Hookup is straightforward. Split off the cable and run it to 
the box. My cable company didn’t mind me hooking it up myself, 
but other cable companies may differ; best to check with them first. 
Connect the RS-232 cable to your serial port. Since my machine has 
only one serial port, I bought an A/B switch so I can still use my 
modem without swapping cables. One thing the instructions neglect 
to mention is that you must set your serial port to 9600-8N1 using 
Preferences. There is a toll-free customer service number if you 
have problems. 


The Amiga software was written by one Len Schiedel of 
Chiazz-Page Systems. This is not just clone-ported software; it is 
very well Amigatized. All the menu functions have keyboard 
alternates, and all browsing can be controlled using just the cursor, 
shift, control, and delete keys, or by using the mouse. The file 
requesters are the nicest I have seen. It’s also very stable- in several 
weeks of continuous use, I have not yet had a guru that I can attribute 
to it. And it’s still at version 1.0! 


There are actually three programs on the X*PRESS Amiga 
disk: Xchange, Viewer, and Xfer. They all run from either the 
Workbench or a CLI. Xchange is the program which runs in the 
background and captures the packets. It co-exists very nicely in the 
mulutasking environment, and doesn’t eat much CPU time, even 
though the serial data is coming in at 9600 baud. When you start 
Xchange, you tell it how much memory it should use to store articles. 
I was a bit disappointed in this because I thought it was going to 
write the articles directly to disk. You can do that yourself 
manually, but it’s not the same. But I suspect this is how the 
he is able to keep up with 9600 baud and not use too much 

PU time. Fortunately, the data is stored in in compressed 
format. How much memory you should use de on how many 
articles A ei expect to receive. I give it 500 Kbytes, which will hold 
about articles (plenty). When it runs out of memory, it simply 
stops accepting articles until you delete some articles to free up 
memory. 


The Xchange am simply does the data collecting; the 
user interface is done by the "Viewer" program. You need run the 
Viewer only when you want to look at articles or change your 
customized category selections. The Viewer writes two files to your 
disk: a config file describing your customizations, and a "deletes" file 
listing articles you have discarded. 


The third program is Xfer. It is used to capture files which 
X*PRESS transmits during specific times during the wee hours of 
the morning. It must run it in place of Xchange, meaning you have to 
shut down Xchange to run Xfer. I think it should have been a part of 
Xchange, but I guess keeping it separate reduces the size of Xchange. 
The transmit times of the files are listed in broadcast messages. Each 
file has a name, and yon tell Xfer the name of the incoming file and 
the directory path where you want it written. You leave it running 
during the night, and when you wake up in the moming, there’s your 
file. Unfortunately, you can usually capture only one file per night 
in this manner. The files I have seen so far are all for the IBM PC: 
the UNZIP a ledger „ an loyee management 
system, and Hal alee to the IBM X*PRESS Pry The programs 
change every week or so. 


One function of Viewer is to display a personalized stock 
portfolio. The portfolio is your ia y list of up to 128 stocks, 
warrants, rights, indices, or mutual funds. You simply enter the S&P 
symbols of the desired items, and X*PRESS fills in quotes for them, 
3 times a day: opening, midday, and close (or every 15 minutes if 
you have the Executive service). The info you get is high, low, last, 
change, volume, bid, ask, and ticks. You don’t get the time of the 
quote, and a disclaimer states that the quotes are delayed by at least 
15 minutes. I understand a separate X*PRESS program is available 
called "Metastock" which can collect stock data and place it in files 
suitable for stock va gh and spreadsheets (but I would 
guess it is all for the IB environment). 


The other function of the Viewer is to view and manage 
categories of articles. All articles are classified in a hierarchical tree 
structure, which never changes. At each poini in the tree you can 
select or disable capturing of articles in that category and all 
sub-categorics. Here is the complete list of the categories. 
Comments by me in []. 


NEWS [national and international only] 
Business & Finance 


Soviet Union 
People’s Republic of China 
Japan 
Taiwan 
Oil Exporting Countries 
West Germany 
France 
Other International 
Opinions & Editorials 
WEATHE 
International 
National 
USA State [from National Weather Service] 
(each state selectable) 
Canadian National 
Canadian Regional 
(each province/territory selectable) 
SPORTS 
Headlines 
General Schedules 
TV Schedules 
Pro Football 
News 
NFL 
CFL 
Pro Baseball 
News 
Major Leagues 
Minor Leagues 
Pro Basketball 
Pro Hockey 
Pro Soccer 
Pro Golf & Tennis 
USA College Sports 
Canadial Sports 
Other Sports 
Sports Quiz 
Quiz Answers 
LIFESTYLES [lots of articles from USA Today] 
Food [recipes, restaurants, etc.] 
Fitness & Fun 
Moneywise 
Family Today 
Careers 
Trends & Events 
ENTERTAINMENT 
What’s Happenin 
Movies, Books, Music [includes movie reviews] 
In the Stars [astrology] 
TV Schedules [network, PBS, and cable] 
TV Scope 
TECH TALK 
News 
IBM 
Apples 
Commodore [VERY low traffic here] 
Other [Occasionally BIX articles and summaries are 


Best Buys 
Shopper’s Showcase 
Travel & Leisure 
Fleamarket 
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INFORMATION X*CHANGE 
Using Information X*Change 
Students, Teachers & Parents 
Religion, Sex, & Politics 
Inside Your Head 
World Around Us 
Teen Talk 
Computers and You 
Pot Shots 
INSIDE X*PRESS 
Bulletins [this category cannot be disabled] 
News 
What to watch for 
User Tips 
New Services [used to broadcast things to individuals, e.g. 
beta testers] 


Where does all this information come from? Some of it 
comes from X*PRESS Services itself, but most of it comes from 
other news services. There are too many of them to mention here. 
Some of them include AP, Copley, Knight-Ridder Financial, USA 
Today, Canadian Press, Agence France Presse, Deutsche 
Presse-Agentur, Tass, CNA-Taiwan, Xinhau (China), and many 
others. I have not seen any articles from UPI, nor any from major 
newspapers. AP is probably the largest contributor to the News 
category, and includes hourly news updates. There are mass 
quantities of business and finance articles. 


As you can imagine, X*PRESS supplies more information 
than you can ever use. The data light on the box is on almost 
continuously, meaning that it is pumping over 70 megabytes of data 
per day into your computer (if I calculated correctly). Much of this 
1s redundant broadcasts, but there is still a LOT of stuff. One way to 
trim it down is the category selection mechanism already mentioned. 
Another way is to use a keyword search feature. You can set up two 
"folders", which are really lists of keywords to watch for. Even 
though you may have disabled a category, if one of your keywords 
are found in *any* incoming article, that article will be captured 
(only with the Amiga and Atari versions). Keywords can also be 
combined with an AND function, so that only articles which have all 
the ANDed keywords are captured. For instance, I selected "gold" 
as a keyword, but kept getting sports articles mentioning gold medals 
until I selected "gold" AND "prices". You can also select keywords 
to filter through already-captured articles. 


To use X*PRESS, you should leave your computer running 
during the day, but you can bring up X*PRESS any time and receive 
many articles. Articles are transmitted several times during the day, 
so if you miss one you can usually get it later. Each article is 
uniquely identified by its category and a time stamp. Once you have 
the article in memory, repeats of the article will not be captured. 
Each packet is checksummed, and if a transmission error is detected, 
the packet is discarded, and a later transmission of the packet is 
picked up. When you are finished reading an article, you press the 
delete key, and the article is removed from memory, and a flag is set 
so that repeats of the deleted article are not captured. It remembers 
the last 2048 articles you have deleted- more than enough. When 
you shut down the program, the list of deleted articles is saved to 
disk, and read back when you start it back up. 


The number of new articles broadcast is greatest on 
weekdays. It slows down during the evenings and even more so on 
weekends (except maybe sports). Stock quotes are broadcast only 
once or twice on the weekend. 


Any problems? you may well ask. Of course, there are a 
few, none of which are that bothersome, and they don’t detract much 
from the usability of the service. Some are actually my opinions of 
what the product *should* do. Here are my main grumbles... 


_ Stories are not supposed to be captured twice, but 
sometimes they broadcast the exact same text with a different time 
stamp, so you get two copies of the story. 


When loading previously-saved stories from disk, the serial 
port seems to hang, and I have to shut down the program to get it 


going again. To prevent this, I switch off the data with the A/B 
switch until the load finishes. 


It would be nice to see a list of captured articles by title line, 
but apparently articles do not have a fixed title line that could be 
listed. So you have to look at each article to find what you want to 
read or delete. 


For a service that supplies so much information, it needs 
better control over article selection. Some categories, even at the end 
of a tree branch, contain too many articles. The best way to handle 
this is to use folder keywords to filter the articles instead. 
Unfortunately, each folder lets you specify only 6 keywords, for a 
total of 12. This is not enough! It’s like carving wood when your 
only tools are an axe and a razor blade. 


It also needs the opposite of keyword selection- a kill list. 
For instance, I *never* want to see another article about 2 Live 
Crew. And I would like to be able to exclude certain news sources. 


Well, that about covers it. For a hundred bucks one-time 
fee, I think X*PRESS is a great service, especially if you are an 
information junky or amateur stock market tycoon. It is essentially a 
new medium for home computers-- a live external information source 
that doesn’t use a phone line or charge online fees. I can see the 
a, for Amiga owners contributing Amiga articles and software 
or broadcast, and maybe even developing new software to process 
X*PRESS information. 


Although X*PRESS is a one-way service, they encourage 
users to write them at the address below to communicate questions, 
comments, and suggestions about the software, service, or content, or 
to contribute software. 


Here’s how to contact the X*PRESS folks: 


Sales/information number: 800-7PCNEWS 
(800-772-6397) 


X*PRESS Information Services, Ltd. 
Regency Plaza One 

4643 S. Ulster Street, 

Suite 340 Denver, CO 80237 


[Editor's note: TCI Cable in Pittsburgh does offer X*PRESS to its 
customers, at least for the area code that I checked 
(15219--downtown). Coraopolis Newchannels, on the other hand, 
does not. To find out if your cable company offers X*PRESS, call the 
above 800 number, or your local cable company.] E 


PLAN FOR THESE 
UPCOMING DATES 


In order to save expensive phone calls, please mark these 
dates on your calendar. 
l 


Board Members, please note; 
ALL BOARD MEETINGS ARE MANDATORY 
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Suffering from the computer confusion blues? PCG = NEATA C ate ” 


can be just the prescription you need. No question is too Business Machines, Lid. Amiga is a registered trademark of Commodore Amiga, Inc. 
simple or too complex for the collective resources of the Apple and LaserWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
ee of Commodore users comprising the Pittsburgh. 

the largest user group in the area sippy alegre erage deterrent wpe 
PC Gs supports the Commodore user with specialized individual authors, and may not reflect the opinion of the PCG. Any article may be 
discussion groups addressing your interests, monthly reprinted provided that the author and the PCG receive proper credit. 
"hands-on" meetings for face-to-face idea sharing, an 
association store offering bargain prices on instructive Duquesne University Campus 
books, disks, and many other useful items, and a Public Diett Street 


Domain software library of thousands of programs. It’s 
the beginning of the end of the computer blues when you 
join the PCG. For more information on the Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, call the PCG BBS at 243-4219, or 


contact any Board Member. 
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We meet on the third Sunday of each month at 


DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY ! 
MELLON SCIENCE HALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 AM 
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PITTSBURGH COMMODORE GROUP 
An Organization whose purpose is to foster the 
understanding and enjoyment of personal computers. 


First PCG Meeting of 
the New Season 


Due to the various mixups associated with the 
beginning of a new PCG year and the transfer of 
power to the new board members, this month's 
Newsletter was not ready in time. This notice is to 
inform everyone that the meeting will go on as 
scheduled, beginning at 9:00 am Sunday, September 
16, 1990, at Mellon Hall. The September Newsletter 
will be available at the meeting. Hopefully, next 
month things will go smoother, and the Newsletter 
will be sent in time to arrive before the meeting. 


At press time, only an approximate meeting 
schedule was available. Below is the schedule, as 
provided by our new president, Neal Kushner. 


What I did on my summer vacation. I went to 
Sand Castle with my wife and child and recommend 
it to anyone who likes to play in the water. I went to 
the zoo with my son. Did you know that the new 
monkey house is almost done. I saw Arachnophobia 
at the movies. It is hard to laugh and screech at the 
same time. 


What I didn't do during my summer vacation. 
I didn't go to the middle east and get a peace treaty 
signed. I didn't balance the trade deficit or the 
budget. I didn't lose all those pounds I said I was 
going to. I didn't have a party to thank lasts years 
board and welcome in the new one. It may happen 
yet. I didn't plan this years meetings. 


September 16, 1990. 


9:00 The Doors open at Mellon Hall. Several 
people who are always there are setting up the tables 
for the meeting. 


SEPTEMBER 1990 
MEETING 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


P.O. BOX 16126, Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


9:30 More people come in and they stand 
around and talk and talk and talk all about What they 
did on their summer vacations and about their 
computers. They will eat doughnuts and drink coffee 
and pop. 


9:45 The President announces that this year 
things will be done a little differently and that anyone 
who is not a member or has not paid their dues must 
leave now. (Membership has its privileges). 


10:00 Everyone who is left comes into the 
Falk Hall on the first floor for a business meeting. 
We will discuss the fine details of this years meetings 
and everyone will have positive suggestions to 
current problems. We will hear reports from the 
officers on their plans for the year and give them 
feed back and encouragement. We wili hear forlvi the 
sig leaders and hear about their plans for the year and 
give them encouragement. 


11:00 or after the meeting, the sigs will meet 
and everyone will talk more about the sigs and what 
you did on your summer vacation. 

1 hour later the AM sig meetings will be over. 

1 hour later the PM sig meetings will be over. 

Clean up and go home. 


See you next month. 
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“Visitors ‘may not bring computers or disks == 
eran must register at the sign in desk. *** 
Rooms will not be available until 9:30 AM. = Sa 
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Suffering from the computer confusion blues? PCG 
can be just the prescription you need. No question is too 
simple or too complex for the collective resources of the 
hundreds of Commodore users comprising the Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, the largest user group in the area. 
PCG supports the Commodore user with specialized 
discussion groups addressing your interests, monthly 
"hands-on" meetings for face-to-face idea sharing, an 
association store offering bargain prices on instructive 
books, disks, and many other useful items, and a Public 
Domain software library of thousands of programs. It’s 
the beginning of the end of the computer blues when you 
join the PCG. For more information on the_Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, call the PCG BBS at 243-4219, or 
contact any Board Member. 


We meet on the third Sunday of each month at 


DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY 
MELLON SCIENCE HALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 AM 
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Commodore, VIC-20, C-64, and C-128 are registered trademarks of Commodore 
Business Machines, Lad. Amiga is 4 registered trademark of Commodore Amiga, Inc 
Apple and LaserWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 


This newsletter was made possible only through the contributions of the members of 
the PCG, and their Sponsors. All articles contained herein are solely the work of the 
individual authors, and may not reflect the opinion of the PCG. Any article may be 
reprinted provided that the author and the PCG receive proper credit. 
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